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7-1002.01 Arrest or Detention of Person Handicapped in Communication 
(05/06/15) 

(A) 
Minn. Stat. 611.32 subd.2 requires law enforcement agencies to immediately make contacts to 
obtain a qualified interpreter whenever a person who is handicapped in communication is 
apprehended or arrested for a crime. An arrested person has the right to an interpreter to explain 
all charges filed against the person and to explain all procedures relating to the person's 
detainment and release. The interpreter will also assist with any other necessary communications 
(arrangements for medical attention, etc.). 

When arresting a person who is deaf or hard of hearing who communicates through sign 
language, the officer shall immediately refer to the LEP Guide located on MPD Net under Manuals 
and Guides for specific contracted City vendors and arrange for a sign language interpreter to 
interpret for the arrestee at the place of detention. Upon arrival at the place of detention, 
detention center personnel shall be informed that the person is deaf or hard of hearing and that a 
sign language interpreter will arrive to communicate with the arrestee. This notification shall be 
recorded on the arrest report. Officers do not have to wait at the detention center for the 
interpreter to arrive, however should request that they are notified when the interpreter has 
arrived. (02/08/96) (05/06/15) 
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