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Meeting Expectations

• Please wait to ask questions until the staff 
presentation is over

• Be respectful of other participants’ comments and 
opinions

• Please allow one speaker at a time

The project being discussed tonight is ongoing. 

 

We do not have a final document or any findings to 
share at this time.
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History of the District

31867 1879
Source: Library of Congress



Historic District Designation 
Background
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The Fifth Street Southeast Historic District was 
designated by Minneapolis City Council in 1976.

More work took place in 1980 to finalize district 
documents. This allowed the district to be 
considered eligible for National Register of Historic 
Places listing.  

The district’s documents have not been updated 
since.



Map
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Grant project background

• In 2023, the City applied for a Certified Local 
Government (CLG) grant from the State Historic 
Preservation Office to resurvey the Fifth Street SE 
Historic District. The City received $20,000 to hire a 
historical consultant for this. 

• In 2021, City staff had applied for the same type of 
grant for the same type of project in the Washburn-Fair 
Oaks Historic District. We completed this project.

• In 2024, City Staff applied for this same type of grant 
for this same scope of work in the Milwaukee Avenue 
Historic District.  

6These are some of the City’s first historic districts.



Why are documents being updated? 
• The field of historic preservation has grown since the 1970s.

• City Staff are starting to update older documents from some of the City’s 
earliest historic districts.

• Documents prepared around the time of the District’s designation have 
provided a basic understanding of the Historic District’s significance for 
many decades. More research tools are available in 2024.

• Early preservation documents generally do not clarify contributing 
resources, non-contributing resources, or a period of significance with a 
start and end date.

• New forms and documents will help staff be able to evaluate projects 
better.

• No changes to the district boundaries are being explored.
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Key Terms

• Period of Significance: The time period from which the 
district’s history is recognized. The time when significant 
events associated with the district occurred.

• Contributing resources were built during the historic 
district’s period of significance and have not been 
substantially altered. 

• Non-contributing resources were either built outside of 
the historic district’s period of significance or 
substantially altered after that time period.

• Historic features and materials were installed during the 
period of significance, while non-historic features and 
materials were installed outside of this time period. 
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Sample of what older 
Preservation documents 
look like compared to 
new
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Next Steps
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• New History has already completed the field survey work.

• New History is drafting survey forms and the District narrative 
summary. 

• The final documents will include a proposed period of significance and 
a list of contributing and non-contributing resources. 

• Staff will hold a second community meeting in May or June to discuss 
some of the project findings.

• City staff will receive the final documents from the consultant in June. 
Staff will review them and submit them to the State Historic 
Preservation Office.

• After these reviews are finalized, City staff will make the documents 
public. They will go to the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation 
Commission for their comments and review.



Questions?
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