Licenses and Consumer Services

Entertainment Related Licenses Definitions
Amusement Mechanical Device:  Machines or devices that upon the insertion of a coin, slug, token, or paper currency; through a fee charged by the establishment; or equipped to permit a free play or game:

1) Operate mechanically, electronically, and/or by means of a video display;   

2)  Operate as a game, contest or other amusement and do not have an automatic payoff device for the return of money, coins, merchandise, checks, tokens or any item of value, including pinball machines or mechanical miniature pool tables, bowling machines, shuffleboards, electric rifle or gun ranges, miniature mechanical devices or games patterned after baseball, basketball, hockey and similar games, played solely for amusement and not as gambling devices. 

Amusement Mechanical Devices also include amusement devices, photo machines, non-commercial recording machines, machine operated target shooting, bowling games, baseball games, and card games. 

Each machine must be licensed.

Amusement, Place of:  In addition to the Amusement Mechanical Devices license, any place where three or more amusement mechanical devices are used or displayed for use requires a Place of Amusement license. The following are exempt: 

1) Places that are licensed for on-sale liquor, wine or beer and have three or fewer amusement devices; 

2) Places where these devices are held in storage or for sale and are not actually used or displayed for use; 

3) Places owned or operated by a public corporation. 

Carnival:  A group of attractions, whether shows, acts, games, vending devices or amusement rides, conducted independently or under one or more managements, that are temporarily set up in a public or private place, accessible to the public, with or without an admission fee. No games of chance or gambling are allowed at a carnival.

Charitable Gambling:  Lawful gambling in Minneapolis is restricted to licensed gambling organizations and nonprofit organizations meeting all state and local criteria. All other gambling is prohibited by law. All nonprofit organizations require an Exempt Lawful Gambling Permit.
Children’s Rides:  Any animal used to give rides to children or to power a vehicle used to give rides to children. 
Circus:  A public performance given by a traveling company of acrobats, clowns, entertainers and/or trained animals.  
Dance Hall:  A public dance place is any room, place or space in which dancing is open to the public and 
payment, either directly or indirectly, is charged. Payment may be in the form of a cover charge, admission 
fee, or club membership, to name a few. 

Public Dance: Any dance open to the public in which payment, either directly or indirectly, is charged. No public dance shall be held during the hours of 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. on any weekday or between 2 a.m. and noon on Sunday. All hours of operation are subject to zoning requirements. 

No intoxicating liquor or 3.2 beer shall be served or consumed in any public dance hall where such public dancing constitutes the principal feature. 

This license does not apply to any regularly established club, public or private, where public dancing does not constitute the principal feature and the dance floor area does not exceed 2,000 square feet. 

A Dance School License is required if the following exist: Instruction in the art of dancing or dancing lessons are given and a charge or fee for such instruction is made, paid or received. 

No license will be issued to anyone who is under the age of 18 years.

Entertainment, Place of:  Any privately owned place where entertainment is offered or given to the public, whether or not a fee is charged for admission or retail sales of property are made on the premises.  Entertainment includes shows, skits, musical revues, children’s theater, dance productions, public dances, musical concerts, opera and the production or provision of sights, sounds, visual or auditory sensations that are produced by any means, including radio, phonograph, television, video reproduction, tape recorder, piano, orchestra, band, or any other musical instrument, slide or movie projector, spotlight, or interruptible or flashing light device and decoration. 
The following are exempt from a Place of Entertainment License: Religious organizations; theaters; dance halls; carnivals; places licensed for on-sale beer, wine or liquor; food establishments with less than 2,500 square feet; or places primarily devoted to the display and sale of radios, phonographs, tape recorders, pianos, musical instruments, records, tapes, moving pictures, televisions or stage equipment. 
Hours of music for establishments with a food license are restricted between 2 a.m. and 8 a.m. All hours of operation are subject to zoning requirements. 
Gambling, Charitable:  Lawful Gambling in Minneapolis is restricted to Licensed Gambling Organizations and Nonprofit organizations meeting all state and local criteria. All other gambling is prohibited by law. All Nonprofit organizations require an Exempt Lawful Gambling Permit.
Horse and Carriage Livery Services:  A horse-drawn, two- or four-wheel carriage for hire driven by the owner or designated driver for the recreational transportation of the public. A separate license is not required for each horse.  Hours of operation are limited to the hours between 6 a.m.-10 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. and subject to the Public Works’ parade, festival and Metrodome event restrictions. Rates shall be posted on the carriage and visual to entering and seated passengers.

Motor Scooter Leasing:  A motor scooter is any motor-driven bicycle used principally for sports or pleasure, driven on the streets of the city.  Motor scooter businesses lease or furnish motor scooters for pay or hire for less than 24 hours. 

Pedal Car Company: The business of operating one or more commercial pedal car vehicle(s) for profit or not 
for-profit.  A pedal car is a non-motorized, four (4) or more wheeled bicycle-like vehicle that is human 
powered, transports passengers on bicycle-like seats, and is propelled by five or more passengers not including the operator. A pedal car may not be power assisted.

Pedal Car Driver: Any person who is responsible for the safe operation of a commercial pedal car. Must be at

least 18 years old. A Minneapolis Pedal Car Driver License is required.
Pedicab, Company: Pedicab businesses provide pedicabs for hire for the recreational transportation of the general public.

Pedicab, Driver:  Any person who operates, drives, or propels a pedicab which is  a nonmotorized, three-wheel bicycle used to carry passengers. 

Pool and Billiard Halls:  A commercial establishment or room for the playing of pool or billiards whether or not a fee is charged. Pool or billiard halls or rooms may not be located within 500 yards of the grounds of any school, college, or university. An All Night Special Bowling, Pool and Billiards License is required if business is open 24 hours per day. Coin operated or mechanical pool tables require an Amusement Mechanical Device license.

Rental Hall:  A building, facility, room, or portion thereof, that is rented, leased or otherwise made available to any person or group for a private event, not open to the general public, whether or not a fee is charged. A license is not required if: 
1) the premises are licensed under Title 14 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances (Liquor Code); 
2) a theater is operating within the scope of the license; 
3) the hall has legal occupancy of fewer than 50 persons; 
4) the purpose of the event is for bona fide religious or political activities; or 
5) the hall is at an elementary, secondary, vocational or trade school, college or university, church, or affiliated with the Minneapolis Park Board or the City of Minneapolis. 
A Temporary Rental Hall License may be granted for rental halls that are used for fewer than five days per year. Applications must be received at least 14 days before the event.
Shooting Gallery:  Any public place or range for shooting and discharging firearms at a target for which a fee is charged. Shooting galleries or ranges maintained or operated by any military organization, police department or school and not available to the general public are exempt.  Applicant must be a resident of Hennepin County and a registered voter for at least one year. If the applicant is a partnership, all members must be residents of Hennepin County and registered to vote for at least one year. Gambling is prohibited. No shooting gallery shall be located within 1,000 feet from a school, church, hospital or any location which will result in the annoyance of any nearby resident.  No shooting gallery shall operate between the hours of 1 a.m. and 9 a.m.

Street Photographer:  A person taking photographs, intended for sale, of any person on city streets or sidewalks.

Swimming Pool:  Any structure, basin, chamber, or tank constructed or designed to contain an artificial body 
of water for swimming, diving, relaxation or recreational bathing, and having a depth of two feet or more at any point, and a surface area exceeding 150 square feet, available for public use, whether or not a fee is charged. This includes hotels, health clubs, apartments and other pools available for use by the public. This license applies to hot tubs and whirlpools. Every location requires an application and certificate.
Theater:  A building or part of a building for housing dramatic presentations, stage entertainments, or motion-picture shows. Fees are determined by location in the city (zone) and number of seats.
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