
 Neighborhood and Community Engagement Commission 
Tuesday, February 28, 2012 DRAFT Meeting Notes 

Minneapolis Central Library 
 

 
 
NCEC member attendees: Doron Clark, John Finlayson, Matt Perry, Jeff Strand, Mark Hinds, Christopher Hoffer, 
Kenneth Brown, Carol Pass, Marcea Mariani, Latrell Beamon, Ed Newman, Maria Sarabia and Tessa Wetjen 
NCEC members absent: Ali Warsame, Tony Anastasia and Crystal Johnson.  
Commission staff: Robert Thompson, Howard Blin and Cheyenne Erickson. 
 
Agenda Item  Content 
1.Introduction,  
 & agenda          
(Action) 

Action(s): 
 Consensus to approve agenda with the following changes: change 

agenda order to the following:  
 NRP Policy Board Report 
 Review of Pending Legislation Regarding Zoning Moratoriums 
 NCR Report 
 Task Force Reports 
 Selection of the 4th Member of the Facilitation Committee 
 Preparation for 2012 NCEC Work Planning Meeting 
 CPP Guideline Revisions 

 Consensus to approve January 24, 2012 meeting notes correcting the 
attendance of one commissioner.  

 Christopher Hoffer will facilitate today’s meeting and Doron Clark will 
serve as the associate, next month Doron Clark will be the facilitator 
and Jeff strand will be the associate pending the outcomes of agenda 
item #6.   

 
2. NRP Policy 
Board Report 
(Informational) 

Summary: Commissioner Strand gave an update to the NCEC regarding 
the first meeting of the new NRP Policy Board that met on February 21st 
at the Minneapolis Central Library. The group chose Jeff Strand as the 
interim Chair of the board until the group is able to adopt the bylaws at 
the March meeting. The group also held a discussion regarding the equity 
as a result of the December 2010 council action.  
 
Commissioner Comments: 

 Did the Policy Board address newsletter eligibility? 
o The topic was discussed, but no action was taken. The 

discussion will be on the March 20th agenda.  

3. Review of 
Pending 
Legislation 
Regarding 
Zoning 
Moratoriums  
(Action) 

Summary: Commissioner Clark reviewed the bill and explained that the 
bill would reduce the ability of the City Council to enact an interim 
ordinance by limiting the amount of time to create the ordinance to 30 
days after an application is filed and a public meeting of the Council is 
held. The bill would also make it more difficult to enact an interim 
ordinance by requiring a 2/3 vote by the City Council. Currently the vote 
can take place with a simple majority. The changes also make it more 
difficult for communities and organizations to comment on a proposed 
development.  
 
NCR staff noted that the bill has changed in regards to the time period of 
30 days, the city has 15 days to deem an application complete, and then 



an additional 30 days after the public meeting by the City Council is held.  
 
Commissioner Comments: 

 Commissioner Perry and Commissioner Finlayson recused 
themselves from the discussion. The both serve on the 
Minneapolis Zoning Board of Adjustment.  

 Often development projects move quickly through the city 
process. Neighborhoods need time to work with the developer and 
often these projects get pushed through.  

 There is more preparation that is needed to consider this and 
would have liked to been given a heads up that this was going to 
be an action item prior to the meeting.  

 The additional 15 days only applies when there is a problem with 
an application, it still doesn’t give enough time for neighborhoods.  

 
Action(s):  

 Consensus to send a letter to the city council reflecting the 
language of the resolution prepared by Commissioner Clark 
stating that the current bill is what the commission is supportive 
of with Commissioners Perry and Finlayson recused from the 
action.  

 
4. NCR Report 
(Informational) 

Summary:  
 The Community Connections Conference was held on February 

11th, over 400 people attended. The department has heard great 
feedback and is in the process of preparing a Report to the 
Community. Thank you to Commissioner Strand for serving as the 
fill in photographer.  

 The spring cycle for boards and commissions is now open, the 
application review process will begin on Friday, April 13th/  

 Redistricting Public Hearings are scheduled and will be held on 
Wednesday, February 29th and Thursday, March 30th. 

5. Task Force 
Reports  
(Informational)   

Summary:  
 Bylaws Task Force: Commissioner Newman reviewed the revisions 

to the charge extending the deadline to May 31st to allow the Task 
Force to review the bylaws in whole.  

o Commissioner Newman stepped down from the Bylaws 
Committee. 

 Commissioner Brown asked how other commissioners would like to 
be communicated with in regards to discussions being held on the 
bylaws by the Bylaws Task Force.  Commissioner Brown will send out 
a full notice of the Bylaws Task Force meeting to all NCEC members 
letting them know what sections of the Bylaws are being discussed.  
 

 City Department Engagement Task Force: Commissioner Strand 
noted that everyone should have received the mid-term progress 
report and any feedback should be sent to NCR Staff, Commissioner 
Strand and Commissioner Clark.  
 

Action(s):  
 The commission reached consensus on the changes to the Bylaws 

Task Force Charge.  
 The commission reached consensus on the communication 



strategy proposed by Commissioner Brown.  
 

6. Selection of 
the 4th Member 
of the 
Facilitation 
Committee 
(Action) 

Summary: Commissioner Mariani and Commissioner Sarabia indicated 
they were interested in serving on the Facilitation Committee. A vote was 
held. 
 
Action(s):  

 The outcome of the votes cast by the NCEC indicated that 
Commissioner Mariani would serve as the 4th member of the 
Facilitation Committee.  

 
7. Preparation 
for 2012 NCEC 
Work Planning 
Meeting 
(Informational) 

Summary: Reminder for commissioners to bring their ideas forth on 
what the group should be working on in 2012.  
 
One commissioner suggested that the group should begin work a 5 year 
plan to increase the number and diversity of people involved in their 
communities and seated on Minneapolis boards and commissions. 
 

8. CPP 
Guideline 
Revisions 
(Action) 

Summary: The Commission reviewed the guidelines section, by section 
held discussion where necessary. 
 

Commissioner Comments:  
 Use language for food requirement that were discussed at the last 

CoW meeting. There is no better engagement tool than food. Ask 
City Council for other funds to use towards food.  

 Leave food out of these guidelines and find a way to address in 
another way.  

 Language should be used that indicates that if money is ever 
available, that food be allowed as an eligible expense.  

 Unfortunate that the NRP Policy Board hadn’t discussed the 
Newsletter Policy.  

 The item regarding newsletter eligibility was discussed at the 
Policy Board Meeting. The Policy Board will have further 
discussion on this topic at its March meeting.  

 Staff also noted that the guidelines are neutral in terms of the 
newsletter policy and weather newsletters can be funded is 
guided by the NRP Policy. If the NRP Policy Board makes a 
decision on newsletters it will have no effect on the guidelines.  

 

Action(s):  
 The commission reached consensus to approve the introduction of 

the CPP Guidelines.  
 The commission reached consensus to approve Sections I., II., 

IV., VI., VII., VIII., and IX. of the CPP Guidelines. 
 The commission voted 8-1 to approve Section III. and include 

language in a letter to neighborhoods, City Council and the Policy 
Board that states “If funding becomes available from non-NRP 
sources, the NCEC shall establish allocations for neighborhood 
organizations to expend funds related to food as community 
participation tool”. (Commissioners in favor: Mariani, Brown, 
Newman, Clark, Hoffer, Strand, Hinds, Wetjen. Commissioners 
against: Perry.)  

 The commission reached consensus to add positive language in 
Section III. that allows an eligible expense for Neighborhood 



organizations newsletters and newspapers including those that 
accept paid advertising.  

 The commission reached consensus to edit language in the 
second paragraph of Section V. of the CPP Guidelines to read, 
“Neighborhood Priority Plans must be developed and adopted 
through a thorough neighborhood participation process. A plan 
identifies neighborhood priorities (as identified by the 
neighborhood) and potential partners.”  

 The commission voted 4-3 to include the following language in 
Section V. as the last paragraph “Whether or not a Neighborhood 
Priority Plan (s) approved by the NRP Policy Board, City Council, 
or jurisdictional partners, will not affect eligibility for future 
funding cycles. (Commissioners in favor: Wetjen, Hinds, Brown 
and Strand. Commissioners against: Perry, Clark and Newman)  

 The commission reached consensus to approve Section A. of the 
appendix. 

 The commission voted 6-2 to approve Section B. of the appendix. 
(Commissioners in favor: Brown, Newman, Clark, Strand, Hinds 
and Wetjen. Commissions against: Hoffer and Perry.) 

Adjourn  


