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Ward 6 is a vibrant community at the heart of Minneapolis with a diverse mix of 
neighborhoods, an active and engaged citizenry and thriving arts and educational 
institutions.  It is home to the Twin Cities’ largest East African community as well as 
the center of the Native American community in Minneapolis.

Ward 6 is currently represented on the City Council by Abdi Warsame, first elected 
in 2013 and the first Somali-American to serve on the council.

Riverside Plaza Housing Complex, West Bank Minneapolis

Ward 6
Context

Riverside Plaza is a modernist and brutalist apartment complex designed 
by Ralph Rapson that opened in Minneapolis, Minnesota in 1973. 
Situated on the edge of downtown Minneapolis in the Cedar-Riverside 
neighborhood, and next to the University of Minnesota’s West Bank, the site 
contains the 39-story McKnight Building, the tallest structure outside of the 
city’s central business district. Initially known as Cedar Square West, exterior 
shots of the complex were featured on television as the residence of Mary 
Richards in sixth and seventh seasons of The Mary Tyler Moore Show.

Riverside Plaza is composed of six buildings and has 1,303 residential units, 
making it the main feature of the city’s Cedar-Riverside neighborhood. 
Each building has a different height, intended to reflect the diversity of 
its population. Rapson was inspired by the time he spent in European 
cities, where people of different ages and levels of wealth coexisted in 
close quarters. The area was developed with support from the U.S. federal 
government’s New Town-In Town program, and was originally planned to 
be part of a utopian design that would have seen 12,500 units spread across 
four neighborhoods housing a total of 30,000 people.
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Ward 6 is the smallest ward by geographic area and the city’s most 
densely populated ward.    It is also the only ward not connected 
to a major body of water.  Found near the geographic center of 
Mineapolis, Ward 6 is sharply divided by the interstate highway 
systems into a collection of small but vibrant communities with 
several active community parks and important community and 
cultural corridors.  

Neighborhood Communities

•	 Stevens Square
•	 Phillips West
•	 Ventura Village
•	 Seward
•	 Cedar-Riverside
•	 Elliot Park

Ward 6
Context

American Swedish Institute

Milwaukee Avenue Historic District 

Concert at the Cedar Cultural Center

Riverside Plaza Towers
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Ward 6
Housing
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* Population, Housing, Age and Race/Ethnicity data is collected from the 2010 census 
conducted by the US census bureau.  Income, Education and Employment data is collected 
from the 5 year American Community Survey summary data for the years 2008-2013.
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Ward 6
Minneapolis American Indian Center

Incorporated as nonprofit in 1974, the Minneapolis American Indian 
Center has a rich history as one of the first urban American Indian Centers 
in the country providing services otherwise often unavailable for urban 
American Indians. The Minneapolis American Indian Center was initially 
formed by community members, and continues its roots today with 
majority American Indian leadership and staffing.

The Minneapolis American Indian Center is focused on serving a large and 
tribally diverse urban American Indian population, numbering well over 
35,000 in the eleven-county Minneapolis-St. Paul metro area. Its mission 
is lived through programs that are guided by strong Native values that 
include preserving and supporting cultural traditions through the arts, and 
intergeneration programs promoting healthy lifestyles.
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Ward 6
Race + Ethnicity
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Ward 6
Stevens Square Historic District

The Stevens Square Historic District is mainly comprised of apartment 
buildings and single-family houses constructed during the 1910s and 1920s. 
Centered around Stevens Square park, these brick apartment buildings 
played a significant role in the residential development of Minneapolis 
before and after World War I. The district is contained within a one and one-
half block radius of the park. It is roughly bounded by 17 th Street East on 
the north, Franklin Avenue on the south, 3 rd Avenue on the east, and 1 st 
Avenue on the west, including the alley just west of 1 st Avenue. 

The neighborhood is unique because of its remarkable consistency in its 
housing characteristics, design, and appearance. The apartment buildings 
themselves are constructed of brown brick with occasional stone, terra 
cotta, and tile detailing. All of the buildings show an amazing degree of 
detail in the entries, cornices, and quoining, and have not been considerably 
altered since their construction. The first large apartment constructed in 
the area was Stevens Court (128-132 E. 18 th St.), in 1912. The district is 
significant as a total expression of the convergence of development trends, 
housing markets, design, building regulations, and land available as a 
result of historical circumstance, at a particular moment in Minneapolis 
history.
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Ward 6
Age
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Ward 6
Income
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Ward 6
American Swedish Institute

The American Swedish Institute is a vibrant arts and cultural 
organization in the Phillips West neighborhood of Ward 6.  Its mission is 
to serve as a gathering place for all people to share experiences around 
themes of culture, migration, the environment and the arts, informed by 
enduring links to Sweden.

The museum was originally housed in the Turnblad Mansion built between 
1903 and 1908 on the corner of Park Ave S and 26th St by Swan Turnblad, a 
Swedish immigrant who eventually ran the Swedish language newspaper   
Svenska Amerikanska Posten.  The home was donated to the American 
Institute for Swedish Arts, Literature and Science in 1929.

The recent addition of the contemporary style Nelson Cultural Center has 
added nearly 34,000 square feet to the institute and houses a restaurant, 
museum store and event spaces.
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Ward 6
Employment
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Ward 6
Education
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East Downtown

With construction of the Viking’s Stadium and the Wells Fargo 
development East Downtown has entered a phase of renewal 
as former parking lots are repurposed with dense highly active 
uses. These developments will be further supported by the 
development of a signature downtown park which will serve as 
a gathering and recreational space for downtown employees, 
visitors, and residents. It will also serve as a catalyst for future 
development in East Downtown. Additional improvements 
to the public realm as identified in The Downtown Public 
Realm Framework will cement Downtown East as a premier 
destination in Minneapolis for jobs, housing, and recreation.

West Bank Station Area

The Cedar Riverside neighborhood is the only location in the 
City boasting separate light rail stations for both the Green 
and Blue light rail lines. Conveniently situated between the 
Downtown and the University of Minnesota, the neighborhood 
is home to a wealth of location advantages. Aside from the 
light rail infrastructure investment, nearly every major road in 
the neighborhood has seen improvements in recent years to 
make them friendlier to pedestrians and cyclists. The market 
has responded with several hundred new housing units built in 
the past two years. With reconfiguration of the road network in 
and around the Green and Blue Line stations, there is over 10 
acres of land identified for potential development.

Franklin Avenue Station Area
The Franklin Avenue LRT station area on the Metro Blue 
Line presents an opportunity to transform over 40 acres of 
underdeveloped property and overbuilt auto infrastructure 
into a mixed-use, pedestrian-friendly activity center with 
opportunities for housing, retail, and employment. Franklin 
Avenue east and west of the station area thrives with cultural 
amenities, but the area closest to the platform is dominated by 
highway infrastructure and lacks active uses fronting the street. 
Filling this gap will require a coordinated and phased effort 
to redesign streets in a manner that supports transit-oriented 
development, as well as addressing other infrastructure barriers 
such as high-voltage transmission lines and underground 
utilities. For more information, see the Franklin Avenue LRT 
Station Area Development Implementation Plan. The station 
area is located in a racially-concentrated area of poverty as 
defined by the Metropolitan Council.
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Ward 6
Opportunity Sites
Nicollet & 94

The recently adopted Loring Park Neighborhood Master Plan 
identifies the area adjacent to the Minneapolis Convention 
Center along Nicollet Avenue as the Loring Village Activity 
Center. Redevelopment in this area is recommended for 
mixed use developments with neighborhood serving retail 
establishments in buildings up to six stories and in some cases 
up to ten stories. Future streetcar stops are planned at Nicollet 
Avenue and 18th, 15th, and 13th Streets, making this location 
highly desirable for investment.

East Lake Street / Midtown Greenway

Substantial redevelopment has taken place on West Lake 
Street and properties fronting the Midtown Greenway in the 
southwest part of the city. Several small area plans adopted 
by the City Council envision that reinvestment continuing 
east across I-35W to the Mississippi River. Catalytic projects 
such as the Midtown Exchange as well as investments in 
small businesses along Lake Street have planted the seeds for 
achieving this vision. Future plans for rail transit in the Midtown 
Greenway and arterial bus rapid transit on Lake Street will 
enhance the livability of this already-vibrant corridor, making 
the area more attractive for developers. Securing funding 
for these transportation projects is key to jump-starting 
reinvestment in this area, much of which is located in a racially-
concentrated area of poverty as defined by the Metropolitan 
Council. Adopted plans include the Midtown Greenway Land 
Use and Development Plan, the Midtown Minneapolis Land 
Use and Development Plan, and the Seward Longfellow 
Greenway Area Plan.
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Ward 6
Capital Improvement
2015-2019
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2015
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2017

2018

2018

2018

2015

2015

2015

2015
SIDEWALK REPAIR
UNDER PENN & 
PENN EAST

2014

2014

2014

2014

2014

2014

2014

2014

Nicollet Ave over Minnehaha Creek

40th St Pedestrian/Bicycle BridgeBR126

BR127

Flood Mitigation w/Alternative Storm water Management (Not on Map)SW039

Pedestrian Level Lighting (Not on Map)TR024

Hennepin/Lyndale (Groveland to EB Ramp north of Dunwoody Blvd)PV027

Nawadaha Blvd & Minnehaha AvePV067

26th Ave N (W Broadway to Lyndale Ave N)PV073

CSAH & MnDOT Cooperative Projects PV074

Reimbursable Transportation Projects   CitywideTR00R

1

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

BR101

1st St N Bridge over Bassett’s Creek (Storm Sewer Project)

Bridge 9 Improvements BR116

BR117

Parkway Paving 

Asphalt Pavement Resurfacing Program PV056

Parkway Street Light Replacement  CitywideTR008

Traffic Management Systems   TR010

Implementation of US EPA Storm Water Regulations   CitywideSW004

Combined Sewer Overflow Improvements SW005

Storm Drains & Tunnels Rehabilitation Program SW011

Flood Areas 29 & 30   - Fulton NeighborhoodSW018

I-35W Storm Tunnel Reconstruction   (New Tunnel Segment)SW032

Flood Area 22 - Sibley Field Holding PondSW033

Flood Area 21 - Bloomington Holding PondSW034

Sanitary Sewer and Tunnel Rehabilitation  CitywideSA001

Infiltration & Inflow Removal Program   SA036

Water Distribution Improvements   (not on map) CitywideWTR12

Hiawatha Water Maintenance Facility   (not on map) CitywideWTR18

Defective Hazardous Sidewalks/Complete Gaps  CitywideSWK01

Alley Renovation  PV006

City Street Light Renovation   CitywideTR011

PV001

2014 2015 2016 2017

2014 2015 2016 2017

2014 2015 2016 2017

2014 2015 2016 2017

2014 2015 2016 2017

Major Pavement Maintenance (Sealcoating)PV059
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2018

18th Ave NE, Monroe St NE to Johnson St NEPV080

M
IS

C

Treatment Infrastructure Improvements   (not on map) CitywideWTR23

Ground Water Supply (not on map)WTR25

Traffic Signals   TR017

Traffic & Safety Improvements  (2014 Projects on Map)TR022

TR021

High Volume Reconditioning PV061

2014

Penn Ave S (north of 54th St W to 50th St W)  PV069

BR111 10th Ave SE Bridge Arch Rehabilitation

1st Ave S over HCRRABR106

15th Ave S & 4th St S Reconstruction PV070

LaSalle Ave (Grant to 8th St S)PV068

6th Ave N (5th St N to dead end north of Washington Ave N)PV019

Pedestrian Improvement Project  (see Paving section below)PV072

Fridley Filter Rehabilitation (not on map)WTR24

Hiawatha LRT Trail LightingBIK20

Minnehaha Ave, 24th St E to 26th Ave S ( Expanded Program)PV083

Reimbursable Paving Projects (Not on Map)PV00R

38th St E, Hiawatha to MinnehahaPV076

54th St W, Penn Ave S to Lyndale Ave SPV084

4210
2013

Bridge Number
Year 

Parkway Paving Parkway 
Sealcoating

Unpaved Alley Construction (Not on Map)PV063

26th Ave N - Wirth to Broadway and Lyndale to RiverPV086

34th Ave S - 54th St E to Minnehaha Pkwy (Expanded Program)PV087
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Capital Improvement Plan*

The City of Minneapolis Capital Improvement 
Plan is the 5-year strategic investment plan for 
infrastructure improvements within city bounds.   It 
includes projects ranging from traffic and safety 
improvements to street lighting updates to repaving 
and complete street reconstruction.

Major upcoming improvements for Ward 6 include 
reconstruction of 15th Ave and 4th St around 
Riverside Plaza, reconstruction of E 28th Street and 
the Lake and 35W Transit Access project.

 
*For more detailed project information consult the full City of 
Minneapolis CIP map at http://www.minneapolismn.gov/cip/

2015

2
0

1
3

2016

2017

2015

2015

2015

2017

2016

2017

2017

2018

2018

2018

2015

2015

2015

2015
SIDEWALK REPAIR
UNDER PENN & 
PENN EAST

2014

2014

2014

2014

2014

2014

2014

2014

Nicollet Ave over Minnehaha Creek

40th St Pedestrian/Bicycle BridgeBR126

BR127

Flood Mitigation w/Alternative Storm water Management (Not on Map)SW039

Pedestrian Level Lighting (Not on Map)TR024

Hennepin/Lyndale (Groveland to EB Ramp north of Dunwoody Blvd)PV027

Nawadaha Blvd & Minnehaha AvePV067

26th Ave N (W Broadway to Lyndale Ave N)PV073

CSAH & MnDOT Cooperative Projects PV074

Reimbursable Transportation Projects   CitywideTR00R
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BR101

1st St N Bridge over Bassett’s Creek (Storm Sewer Project)

Bridge 9 Improvements BR116

BR117

Parkway Paving 

Asphalt Pavement Resurfacing Program PV056

Parkway Street Light Replacement  CitywideTR008

Traffic Management Systems   TR010

Implementation of US EPA Storm Water Regulations   CitywideSW004

Combined Sewer Overflow Improvements SW005

Storm Drains & Tunnels Rehabilitation Program SW011

Flood Areas 29 & 30   - Fulton NeighborhoodSW018

I-35W Storm Tunnel Reconstruction   (New Tunnel Segment)SW032

Flood Area 22 - Sibley Field Holding PondSW033

Flood Area 21 - Bloomington Holding PondSW034

Sanitary Sewer and Tunnel Rehabilitation  CitywideSA001

Infiltration & Inflow Removal Program   SA036

Water Distribution Improvements   (not on map) CitywideWTR12

Hiawatha Water Maintenance Facility   (not on map) CitywideWTR18

Defective Hazardous Sidewalks/Complete Gaps  CitywideSWK01

Alley Renovation  PV006

City Street Light Renovation   CitywideTR011

PV001
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18th Ave NE, Monroe St NE to Johnson St NEPV080

M
IS

C

Treatment Infrastructure Improvements   (not on map) CitywideWTR23

Ground Water Supply (not on map)WTR25

Traffic Signals   TR017

Traffic & Safety Improvements  (2014 Projects on Map)TR022

TR021

High Volume Reconditioning PV061

2014

Penn Ave S (north of 54th St W to 50th St W)  PV069

BR111 10th Ave SE Bridge Arch Rehabilitation

1st Ave S over HCRRABR106

15th Ave S & 4th St S Reconstruction PV070

LaSalle Ave (Grant to 8th St S)PV068

6th Ave N (5th St N to dead end north of Washington Ave N)PV019

Pedestrian Improvement Project  (see Paving section below)PV072

Fridley Filter Rehabilitation (not on map)WTR24

Hiawatha LRT Trail LightingBIK20

Minnehaha Ave, 24th St E to 26th Ave S ( Expanded Program)PV083

Reimbursable Paving Projects (Not on Map)PV00R

38th St E, Hiawatha to MinnehahaPV076

54th St W, Penn Ave S to Lyndale Ave SPV084
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2013

Bridge Number
Year 

Parkway Paving Parkway 
Sealcoating

Unpaved Alley Construction (Not on Map)PV063

26th Ave N - Wirth to Broadway and Lyndale to RiverPV086

34th Ave S - 54th St E to Minnehaha Pkwy (Expanded Program)PV087

Shown on map as:

ID PROJECT NAME

28th Ave S over Minnehaha CreekBR123

Pedestrian Improvement ProjectPV072

PV096
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PV098

PV099

42nd Ave N, Xerxes Ave N to Lyndale Ave N

18th Ave NE Trail Gap

Hiawatha Trail Gap, 28th St E to 32nd St E

26th St & 28th St Buffered Bike Lanes ( Hiawatha to 35W)

Recarbonation System Replacement (not on map)WTR26

Meter Replacement Program (not on map)WTR27

Reimbursable  Projects (not on map)  Water main CitywideWTR0R

Major Bridge Repair & Rehabilitation  

7th Street Ramp Bridge over 35WBR130

PV101 29th St W from Fremont to Lyndale
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St Anthony Parkway Bridge (North Town Bridge) & California St
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Sign Replacement (Not on Map)TR025
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4th St N & S, 2nd Ave N to 4th Ave S

61st St W, Lyndale Ave S to Nicollet Ave S

ADA Ramp Replacement Program (2014 projects shown on map)

8th St S, Hennepin Ave to Chicago Ave

PV094 4th St SE - 25th Ave SE to 29th Ave SE

Ultrafiltration Module Replacement (not on map)WTR28

Reimbursable Sanitary Sewer Projects (not on map)SA99R

Reimbursable Sanitary Sewer ProjectsSW99R
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Ward 6
Land Use Features

Land Use Features*

Ward 6 has a diverse mix of land uses including two 
major activity centers at Franklin / Cedar / Hiawatha 
and along Cedar and Washingotn Avenues on the 
West Bank.  Additionally there are several mixed-
use districts in Elliot Park and Stevens Square as 
well as a major growth center identified in Phillips 
West.  Franklin Ave, Chicago Avenue and Cedar 
Avenue are all important commercial corridors as 
well as E Lake Street at the South end of Phillips West 
neighborhood.  The transit station areas are also 
significant features.

*For more detailed information on Future Land Use consult the 
Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth online at : http://
www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/planning/plans/cped_plans
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2014 Annual CPED 
Program Investments

Sources: CPED Long Range Planning,
 CPED Economic Development and Policy

and CPED Housing development and Policy.
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Ward 6
Small Area Plans

Small Area Plans*

The Small Area Plan process builds upon the 
Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth by 
providing planning at a more detailed level for 
smaller areas within the city including corridors 
and transit station areas.  These plans are generally 
intended to guide growth and development, taking 
into consideration specific contextual conditions and 
information.  

Ward 6 has several city adopted plans shaping its 
future, including the Cedar/Riverside Small Area 
Plan, the Elliot Park Neighborhood Master Plan and 
the Phillips West Land Use Plan.

*For more detailed project information consult the city’s apopted 
plans website at: http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/
planning/plans/cped_plans

Cedar/Riverside Small 
Area Plan

Franklin - Cedar/
Riverside Transit-Oriented 
Development Master Plan

Downtown East / North 
Loop Master Plan

Elliot Park Neighborhood 
Master Plan

Pillips West Land Use 
Plan

Midtown Minneapolis 
Land Use and 

Development Plan

Midtown Greenway 
Land Use Plan
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CPED Investments*

CPED administers a number of programs to 
support housing and business development in 
the city. Funds are targeted to meet City goals and 
priorities, including development and preservation 
of affordable mixed-income rental and ownership 
housing, business development and expansion, 
business district support, and public art. This map 
shows the distribution of CPED program investments 
made in 2014.

*For more detailed project information consult the city’s apopted 
plans website at: http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/
planning/plans/cped_plans


