
City of Minneapolis 
Minneapolis Art Wraps
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CONTACT
Mary Altman
Public Art Administrator
Community Planning and Economic Development
mary.altman@minneapolismn.gov
612.673.3006

Minneapolis Art Wraps - Preapproved Utility Box Designs
This document includes a comprehensive overview of the guidelines, steps, and criteria for 
installing preapproved artist-designed utility box wraps on City-owned utility boxes. Potential 
applicants are encouraged to read the instructions thoroughly prior to the application 
process. The City also offers a custom artist designed utility box program, which provides 
applicants with the opportunity to create an unique design. For more information about 
artist designed utility boxes, visit the City’s website at http://www.minneapolismn.gov/dca/
WCMS1P-083277.

These instructions and forms were created by the City of Minneapolis Departments of 
Community Planning and Economic Development and Public Works.

Cover artists: Matthew Kunes, Kristine Heykants

Artist, adjacent page: Mark LaCroix
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CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS PUBLIC ART GOALS
Stimulate Excellence in Urban Design and Public Arts
♦♦ Enhance the aesthetic environment of public places within the City 

through engaging, unique and high quality public artworks. 
♦♦ Engage qualified and experienced artists. 

Enhance Community Identity and Place
♦♦ Build awareness of community history, identity, cultures and geography.
♦♦ Develop artworks that are integrated into City building projects and are 

compatible with their settings. 

Contribute to Community Vitality
♦♦ Promote Minneapolis as a nationally and internationally recognized arts 

city and tourist destination. 
♦♦ Build the capacity of and cooperation between the private and public 

sectors, artists, arts and community members.
♦♦ Encourage civic dialogue about important City issues.
♦♦ Develop and maintain safe artworks. 

Involve a Broad Range of People and Communities
♦♦ Enhance opportunities for all citizens, neighborhoods and organizations 

to participate in the planning and creation of artworks.
♦♦ Celebrate the City’s cultural communities. 
♦♦ Provide opportunities for the community to come together. 

Value Artists and Artistic Processes
♦♦ Provide a range of creative opportunities for artists with a range of levels 

of experience.
♦♦ Ensure the ongoing integrity of artworks and respect the creative rights 

of artists. 
♦♦ Always involve artists directly in the concept, design and creation of 

artworks. 
♦♦ Ensure budgets adequately support artists and the creative process. 

Use Resources Wisely
♦♦ Develop and sustain projects in a cost-effective manner.
♦♦ Use City funds to leverage private investment in public art and use public 

art to leverage private investments in other city ventures.

Kirsten Walstad



ABOUT Kristine Heykants
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ABOUT
Purpose
The goal of the City’s Art Wraps program is to increase connections 
between artists and neighborhoods, organizations and residents 
through placemaking and also to reduce graffiti.

Objectives
•	 Encourage projects that contribute to the quality of the public 

realm. 
•	 Support public art initiatives to enhance the community, that 

come from the community and that have strong community 
support.

•	 Build the capacity of groups to develop public art projects that 
support the City’s public art values.

•	 Involve, support, respect and encourage artists.
•	 Assist applicants in developing projects within realistic 

timelines.
•	 Ensure applicants have the capacity for maintenance and 

removal. 
•	 Comply with all codes and statutes. 
•	 Ensure public safety.

Matthew Kunes Matthew Kunes
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ABOUT
All over the world artists and neighborhoods have been wrapping 
utility boxes in an effort to reduce graffiti and beautify their 
communities. Locally, these projects have been piloted in downtown, 
in the Kingfield and Corcoran neighborhoods and along the American 
Indian Cultural Corridor. Undertaking these projects can be time 
consuming, from organizing the artist designs to obtaining the 
necessary approvals. Minneapolis Art Wraps is an effort to make this 
process easier for interested groups, and create a vibrant city-wide 
gallery celebrating the range of talent of creative artists living and 
working here.

Entwined

This work represents the Mixing of 
various strands of identity into one 
person’s character. Steel rod and 
hardware form various sections 
that undulate and twist, weaving 
into one irregular surface, much 
the way a sense of self evolves.

Gail Katz-James
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Eligible Applicants

Neighborhoods 
and community 

organizations

Individual artists, 
sponsored 

by an eligible 
organization

Community 
members 

sponsored 
by an eligible 
organization

Business owners 
sponsored 

by an eligible 
organization

Applicants who 
have completed 

projects for 
previous art 

permit requests

ELIGIBILITY
Eligible Projects and Applicants

•	 Neighborhoods and community organizations.
•	 Individual artists, community members and business owners 

sponsored by one these organizations.
•	 Applicants who are compliant with existing permits for art, and 

who have completed projects for previous art permit requests 
and submitted the final documentation for those requests.

Eligible Boxes
•	 City-owned utility boxes. Most City utility boxes operate traffic 

signals. For a map of signalized intersections, go to: http://wcms.
ci.minneapolis.mn.us/wcm1/groups/public/@cped/documents/
webcontent/wcms1p-105730.pdf.

•	 Utility boxes that are not scheduled to be replaced in the near 
future or that are not in areas scheduled to be reconstructed 
within the timeline. For information on the City’s capital 
improvement plans in your neighborhood, visit the City’s 
website at http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/public-works/.

•	 Note: City-owned utility boxes may be replaced or relocated by 
the City as necessary without notification to the permit holder.

Eligible Designs
•	 Choose from preapproved designs (found starting on page 18) 

Note that many of the designs have been developed so they can 
cover clusters of two or three boxes when needed.

•	 This project is not intended to support advertising or 
community signage , no other text may be inserted into the 
design by the vendor or the applicant.

•	 Designs do not mimic traffic control devices or street signage.



Most boxes are 
not flat, and 

contain a number 
of Projections. 
Dents are  NOT 

uncommon.

Vendors need 
to cut around 

vents, handles, 
locks, meters 

and identifying 
info.

Removing  
peeling paint, 
adhesive and 
other residue 

is key to a  long 
lifespan of 
materials.

The inside face 
of double boxes 
is not visible. It’s 

often best to 
cover them with 

one Design.

Boxes
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Federal copyright law 
provides rights to artists 
related to the use of images 
they create. This may include 
the right to reproduce their 
images, and the right to 
prevent the destruction 
of their artworks. While 
waivers and permissions 
are needed for public art 
projects, applicants are 
encouraged to honor artists’ 
rights to the greatest degree 
possible. Make sure that 
your agreements with artists 
allow for your organization 
and the City to use images of 
the artworks for educational 
purposes.

APPLICANT RESPONSIBILITY
Overall

•	 Developing projects within your capacity, including working 
within a realistic timeline and scale.

•	 Covering any additional costs that may arise as part of the permit, 
including special signage, insurance, mailings, etc.

•	 Thoroughly documenting the artwork and providing images to 
the City upon completion. 

Artists and Copyright
•	 Minneapolis Arts Wraps’ artists own the copyrights to their 

images. 
•	 Applicants may only use these images for the following 

informational purposes: Posting them on the internet, brochures, 
media, publicity or other similar non-profit publications.

Community Involvement
•	 Engaging the community in planning and other aspects of the 

project. 
•	 Notifying the community through community meetings and 

postings in the neighborhood newsletter.
•	 Obtaining approval from adjacent property owners through visits to nearby homes and businesses.
•	 Providing appropriately-scaled educational signage with basic information about the project and 

crediting the artist. The applicant organization may be credited, but this signage should not advertise 
the organization or other sponsors. QR codes may be used for the purpose of providing educational 
information about the artwork only.

Materials and Clean-up
•	 Thoroughly cleaning the box prior to painting or applying the wrap.
•	 Priming the box.
•	 Selecting vender, a list of vendors used locally by groups to date is listed in the “Frequently Asked 

Questions” section on page  15.
•	 Using all materials in compliance with all State and Federal regulations and according to 

manufacturers specifications. 
•	 Not covering-up and maintaining access to any identifying information, windows, meters, vents, key 

holes, or any other aspects of the box needed for ongoing operation of the utility.
•	 Notifying vendors that they may not under any circumstances use heat guns when applying the 

wrap. (Boxes have caught fire in the past).
•	 Removing all materials and equipment at the site after installation is complete.
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Applicants assume 
responsibility for 
maintenance and removal 
of the artwork when it starts 
to deteriorate. Art Wraps 
reduce graffiti considerably, 
however, they are not 
maintenance  free. Wraps 
can begin peeling after a few 
years, and are sometimes 
tagged or stickered.

Public Safety
•	 Obtaining all permits needed to work on the sidewalk and in the parking or traffic lane adjacent to 

the box during preparation, painting, applying vinyl and clean-up.
•	 Working on site during periods of low traffic activity, such as weekdays, 9 am to 3 pm, weekends, and 

holidays.
•	 Educating participants about necessary safety precautions, particularly youth.

Maintenance
•	 Being responsible for all ongoing maintenance of the painted work, including touch-ups, graffiti 

removal and repainting due to box maintenance.
•	 Completely removing the vinyl, thoroughly cleaning the box and repainting after significant wear or 

at the end of the permit period. This includes sanding chipped paint and repainting in a color that 
has been approved by Public Works. 

APPLICANT RESPONSIBILITY



Mark LaCroix

instructions
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APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
To apply to use the 12 attached pre-approved designs, follow these instructions:

Request Review of Possible Box Locations: Submit a completed 
table (form attached on page 31) to mary.altman@minneapolismn.
gov and include photos of each box, numbered corresponding to 
the table. Allow two weeks for processing. You will receive an email 
confirming which boxes are owned by the City, and which are eligible 
for wrapping.

Submit your box design request(s): Resubmit the table to Mary 
Altman with only the approved boxes listed, and indicate which design 
you would like to assign to each box of the 12 preapproved designs. 
Note that many of the designs have been developed so they can cover 
clusters of two or three boxes when needed.

Select your vendor. A list of vendors used locally by groups to date is 
listed in the “Frequently Asked Questions” attached. Have your vendor: 
1.	 Contact Mary Altman for the electronic files and artists’ contact info;
2.	 Thoroughly clean the boxes of all residue before wrapping, and 
3.	 Get final approval from the artists of the final layouts.

Acquire consent forms from all of the property owners adjacent to 
the boxes being wrapped. (Forms attached.) Submit these with your 
encroachment permit request.

Submit a completed encroachment permit request (Form attached) 
with your table, consent forms and payment ($50 per box) to robert.
boblett@minneapolismn.gov, City of Minneapolis, 309 2nd Avenue S., 
#200, Minneapolis, MN 55401.

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Step 5
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INSTRUCTIONS
Encroachment Permit Application

Contact
Dennis Morris
Public Works
dennis.morris@minneapolismn.gov
612.673.3607

Permits will be issued for 1 - 3 years. At the end of the initial permit 
period, the applicant may request to have the project remain 
additionally for 1 or more years. The City will consider this request after 
examining the work for maintenance needs. After you have approval 
from the Arts Commission, Mary Altman will notify staff in the Right of 
Way Division that you are ready to apply for your permit. At this phase, 
submit the following:

1.	 A completed encroachment permit application (see forms) and a 
check for $50. 

2.	 A certificate of insurance as proof of general liability coverage  
for $500,000 per occurrence, naming the City of Minneapolis as 
additional insured as to acts committed by the applicant for which 
the City could be held responsible. 

3.	 Using the Art Consent Form (see forms), signatures from all of the 
abutting property owners.

4.	 A letter of credit naming the City as payee in a dollar amount 
determined by Public Works (see forms). The dollar amount will be 
determined by Public Works. The City has the right to present this 
letter to the issuing bank or other financial institution for payment if 
the maintenance or removal is not completed by the applicant or is 
unsatisfactorily completed.

5.	 Note: Applicants or their vendors must also obtain permits for 
obstruction, blocking sidewalks and road and lane closures. Visit the 
City’s website at www.minneapolis.mn.roway.net to request those 
permits.

An Encroachment Permit 
is required for any existing 
or proposed structure or 
portion thereof that projects 
onto, under or over any 
municipal right of way, under 
the authority outlined in 
Title 5, Chapter 95, of the 
City of Minneapolis Code of 
Ordinances. The Encroachment 
Permit gives the permit-holder 
permission to use a specific 
portion of the right of way until 
such time as that portion of the 
right of way is needed by the 
City of Minneapolis for public 
purposes. Encroachment 
Permits are revocable at any 
time in the interest of public 
safety.
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INSTRUCTIONS
Frequently Asked Questions

1.	 Can you recommend a wrap vendor?
	 The City cannot recommend vendors. The vendors that previous 	applicants have used include Vomela, Clean 
Slate and Sign Minds.

2.	 How do we wrap/paint boxes not owned by the City?
	 You need to contact the owner of those boxes, which may include Xcel, Century Link, COMCAST, MetroTransit 
or a private company. 

3.	 Can we use Minneapolis Arts Wraps designs if the boxes are not owned by the City. 
	 Yes. Follow steps 2-4 on the instructions.

4.	 For utility boxes, is liability insurance needed on an ongoing basis? 
	 No, only for the duration of the installation.

5.	 What is the cost of an encroachment permit?
	 $50 utility box wraps.

6.	 Do I need an encroachment permit for every location? 
	 Yes. 

7.	 What is the cost for wrapping a utility box? 
	 On average the vendor’s cost is $15 per square foot for the wrap. This does not include artist or outside graphic 
design fees.

8.	 Can we use funds from the City’s Innovative Graffiti Prevention Micro Grant to fund these projects? 
	 Yes. Visit the website at http://www.minneapolismn.gov/graffiti/graffiti_graffitimicrogrants

9.	 Who do I contact in Public Works to get approval for painting/wrapping a utility box? 
	 Mary Altman, the Public Arts Administrator is your key contact for this phase of the project.

10.	Is there a list or map of City-owned utility boxes?
	 No, but there is a map of signalized intersections and many of the City-owned boxes are located at these 
intersections. 
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Minneapolis Arts Wraps Pre-approved Design by Gail Katz James
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The Fox Box
Danielle Attinella

2013

The Fox Box uses a combination of hand-carved linocut 
prints and digital illustration to playfully freeze the 
instance just before a fox catches a tasty snack. 
Danielle Attinella is an artist residing in Northeast
Minneapolis and coincidentally nearby a fox den, which 
was discovered after putting together this design!

This design was sponsored by City of Minneapolis Art in Public Places program and 
[name of applicant]. All rights reserved. For more information, visit the City’s website 
www.minneapolismn.gov and search for “Minneapolis Arts Wraps” or call 311.

An Important Note about 
Credits and Copyrights: The 
City will provide vendors with the 
electronic files needed to wrap 
each box. These files will include 
a plaque-like credit which will 
appear at the bottom of one of 
the narrow sides of the boxes. 

No other text may be inserted 
into the design by the vendor or 
the applicant.

Minneapolis Arts Wraps artists 
own the copyrights to their 
images. Applicants may only use 
these images for the following 
informational purposes: Posting 
them on the internet, brochures, 
media, publicity or other similar 
non-profit publications.

example credit box

PRE-APPROVED DESIGNS
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This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

Danielle Attinella
The Fox Box
The Fox Box uses a combination of hand-carved linocut prints and digital 
illustration to playfully freeze the instance just before a fox catches a tasty 
snack. Danielle Attinella is an artist residing in Northeast Minneapolis and 
coincidentally nearby a fox den, which was discovered after putting together 
this design!  this design!  

This design was commissioned by City of Minneapolis Art in Public Places. All rights reserved. For more 
information, visit the City’s website www.minneapolismn.gov. or contact, Mary Altman, Public Arts 
Administrator, City of Minneapolis,  mary.altman@minneapolismn.gov, 612.673.3006 

DANIELLE ATTINELLA THE FOX BOX
The Fox box uses a combination of hand-carved linocut prints and 
digital illustration to playfully freeze the instance just before a fox 
catches a tasty snack. Danielle Attinella is an artist residing in NE 
Minneapolis and coincidentally nearby a fox den, which was discovered 
after putting together this design! To learn more about the artist visit: 
looplooplooploop.com.

This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.
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This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

Pat Carney
Tin Wall and Shadow
This is a photographic image of a tin wall with the early morning shadow of a 
near by tree.

For more information, contact, Mary Altman, Public Arts Administrator, City of Minneapolis, 
Community Planning and Economic Development, mary.altman@minneapolismn.gov, 612.673.3006 

PAT CARNEY TIN WALL AND SHADOW

This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

This is a photographic image of a tin wall with the early morning 
shadow of a near by tree.
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This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

Kate Casanova
Snowscape
Snowscape is fanciful world of pine trees, icicles and snow. The design is 
collaged from idealized images of the natural world selected from old nature 
books

For more information, contact, Mary Altman, Public Arts Administrator, City of Minneapolis, 
Community Planning and Economic Development, mary.altman@minneapolismn.gov, 612.673.3006 

Snowscape is fanciful world of pine trees, icicles and snow. The design 
is collaged from idealized images of the natural world selected from 
old nature books.

This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

KATE CASANOVA SNOWSCAPE
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This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

Megan Dolezal
Dragonrider
In Dragonrider, a rainbow dragon wraps around the box in happy flight as its 
rider holds on. The bright  colors and whimsical subject are meant to cheer 
up dark winter days and celebrate summer nights. 

For more information, contact, Mary Altman, Public Arts Administrator, City of Minneapolis, 
Community Planning and Economic Development, mary.altman@minneapolismn.gov, 612.673.3006 

This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

In Dragonrider, a rainbow dragon wraps around the box in happy flight 
as its rider holds on. Bright colors and whimsical subject are meant to 
sheer up dark winter days and celebrate summer nights.

MEGAN DOLEZAL DRAGONRIDER
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This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

Kristine Heykants
Upper St. Anthony Falls Dam View from Beneath Stone Arch Bridge

I am interested in how historic architecture can reveal a story of the past and in 
doing so reflect ideals of the time. In this scene I was intrigued by the juxtaposition 
of the modern structure of the dam with the remnants of the industrial beginnings 
of Minneapolis as a mill town and the early days of the Union Railway that crossed 
the Mississippi on the Stonethe Mississippi on the Stone Arch Bridge. Although I didn't grow up in Minneapolis, 
this picture summarizes my roots as a mid--‐westerner: My grandfather was a 
long--‐time employee of General Mills, and my father worked for the Union Pacific 
Railway.

For more information, contact, Mary Altman, Public Arts Administrator, City of Minneapolis, 
Community Planning and Economic Development, mary.altman@minneapolismn.gov, 612.673.3006 

I am interested in how historic architecture can reveal a story of the past 
and in doing so reflect ideals of the time. In this scene I was intrigued by 
the juxtaposition of the modern structure of the dam with the remnants 
of the industrial beginnings of Minneapolis as a mill town and the early 
days of the Union Railway that crosses the Mississippi on the Stone Arch 
Bridge. Although I didn’t grow up in Minneapolis, this picture summarizes 
my roots as a mid-westerner: My grandfather was a long-time employee 
of General Mills, and my father worked for the Union Pacific Railway.

This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

KRISTINE HEYKANTS
UPPER ST. ANTHONY FALLS DAM VIEW 
FROM BENEATH STONE ARCH BRIDGE
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This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

Gail Katz-James
Entwined
This work represents the mixing of various strands of identity into one 
person's character. Steel rod and hardware form various sections that 
undulate and twist, weaving into one irregular surface, much the way a 
sense of self evolves. To learn more about the artist visit: 
wwwww.gailkatzjames.com.

For more information, contact, Mary Altman, Public Arts Administrator, City of Minneapolis, 
Community Planning and Economic Development, mary.altman@minneapolismn.gov, 612.673.3006 

This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

This work represents the Mixing of various strands of identity into 
one person’s character. Steel rod and hardware form various sections 
that undulate and twist, weaving into one irregular surface, much the 
way a sense of self evolves. To learn more about the artist visit: www.
gailkatzjames.com.

GAIL KATZ-JAMES ENTWINED
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This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

Matthew Kunes
Minneapolis Animals
Imagine animals roaming harmlessly thought our city creating new stories of old
 places. In this work of art, Matthew Kunes has brought animals safely to our city
. Moose by the light rail, a fuzzy monkey on the Hennepin Avenue bridge and a 
blue whale jumping freely out of the Mississippi River by the Stone Arch Bridge. 

For more information, contact, Mary Altman, Public Arts Administrator, City of Minneapolis, 
Community Planning and Economic Development, mary.altman@minneapolismn.gov, 612.673.3006 

With my drawing style and photos I have taken, I combined the two 
to create a unique twist on commonly photographed views of our 
wonderful city.  Animals.  Fun animals plopped right into the heart of 
our city.  Imagine standing by the Mississippi Stone Arch Bridge and 
out of nowhere a blue whale jumps out of the water or walking to the 
light rail and a moose walks by.  I know it is very unlikely, but with the 
imagination of art, these Minneapolis animals have come to life.  Now 
my view of Minneapolis is a little different.

This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

MATTHEW KUNES UNTITLED
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This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

Mark LaCroix
You are Here
This is not a very good map. There are no marked landmarks, no street labels, no 
“contents,” just the shape of the city, awaiting contextualization. When you look at it, 
you will see your Minneapolis. Your home, your route, your favorite places. It won't 
help you get anywhere, unless you've been there before. And then, look around the 
back, to the inside of the citback, to the inside of the city, and see the message: You are here. But you are not a 
dot on a grid. Instead, the city is filled with you, and you can reach all sides.

For more information, contact, Mary Altman, Public Arts Administrator, City of Minneapolis, 
Community Planning and Economic Development, mary.altman@minneapolismn.gov, 612.673.3006 

This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

This is not a very good map. There are no marked landmarks, no 
street labels, no “contents,” just the shape of the city, awaiting 
contextualization. When you look at it, you will see your Minneapolis. 
Your home, your route, your favorite places. It won’t help you get 
anywhere, unless you’ve been there before. And then, look around the 
back, to the inside of the city, and see the message: You are here. But 
you are not a dot on a grid. Instead, the city is filled with you, and you 
can reach all sides.

MARK LACROIX YOU ARE HERE
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This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

Steven Lang
Lures
Minneapolis is known as "The City of Lakes," but from the perspective of the fish
it might be known as "The Land of Lures." This image was created using a flatbed 
scanner to capture the contents of a vintage tackle box. 

For more information, contact, Mary Altman, Public Arts Administrator, City of Minneapolis, 
Community Planning and Economic Development, mary.altman@minneapolismn.gov, 612.673.3006 

Created in 2012 using a flatbed scanner to capture the contents of a 
vintage tackle box.

This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

STEVEN LANG LURES
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This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

Larry Nelson
Bridging Gaps
My mixed media collages are called Fly Eyes. As in puzzles, separate pictures are 
combined to make a whole image. It takes at least 35 photos combined to approximate 
what our eyes see naturally. Fly Eyes are a call to myself and others to, “Look at our world 
through multiple lenses to see a broader picture”. The images seek to show the spectacular 
in everyday life. in everyday life. Bridging Gaps is a Fly Eye taken from the Sri Chinmoy Peace Bridge over 
the Mississippi River, connecting Minneapolis’s Lake Street to St. Paul’s Marshall Avenue. 
To me bridges are metaphors for connection and overcoming obstacles, thus making them 
symbols of hope. Furthermore bridges provide an elevated vantage point to see two different 
sides, and the obstacles that separate them. With this aerial perspective it is possible to 
bridge the gaps.

For more information, contact, Mary Altman, Public Arts Administrator, City of Minneapolis, 
Community Planning and Economic Development, mary.altman@minneapolismn.gov, 612.673.3006 

This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

My mixed media collages are called Fly Eyes.  As in puzzles, separate pictures are combined to make a 
whole image. It takes at least 35 photos combined to approximate what our eyes see naturally. Fly Eyes 
are a call to myself and others to, “Look at our world through multiple lenses to see a broader picture”. 
the images seek to show the spectacular in everyday life. Bridging Gaps is a Fly Eye Taken from the Sri 
Chinmoy Peace Bridge over the Mississippi River, connecting Minneapolis’s Lake Street to St. Paul’s 
Marshall Avenue. To me bridges are metaphors for connection and overcoming obstacles thus making 
them symbols of hope. Furthermore bridges provide an elevated vantage point to see two different 
sides, and the obstacles that separate them. With this Aerial Perspective it is possible to bridge the gaps.

LARRY NELSON BRIDGING GAPS
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This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

Terra Rathai
Nokomis Piers
The design centers on a photograph taken beneath the Lake Nokomis bridge. 
The tranquility of the cool blue water and the graphic black and white patterning 
of the piers express the idea of urban oasis and the give-and-take between 
nature and the built environment that creates a uniquely urban harmony. 

For more information, contact, Mary Altman, Public Arts Administrator, City of Minneapolis, 
Community Planning and Economic Development, mary.altman@minneapolismn.gov, 612.673.3006 

The design centers on a photograph taken beneath the Lake Nokomis 
Bridge. The tranquility of the cool blue water and the graphic black and 
white patterning of the piers express the idea of urban oasis and the 
give-and-take between nature and the built environment that creates a 
uniquely urban harmony.

This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

TERRA RATHAI NOKOMIS PIERS
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This image is available in a range of box sizes as well as two and three-box sets.

KIRSTEN WALSTEAD THE HIVE
I have created a digital image of my ceramic work of a hand sculpted 
bee and handmade tiles. The honeycomb is one of the most perfect 
shapes found in nature and together with the bee is a fantastic 
representation of community working together and a symbol of 
sustainable life.
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forms Mark LaCroix
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Application for an Encroachment Permit
City of Minneapolis – Department of Public Works

(As required by the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances – Chapter 95)

Property Information

Property Owner: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Property Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Property ID: _________________________________________________________________ Ward: ________ 

Legal Description: __________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Applicant Information

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number: ________________________________Fax Number: ______________________________ 

E-Mail Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant Signature: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Encroachment Description

Please identify the type of encroachment being requested, and describe the materials to be used:_____________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

PROVIDE A SURVEY/SITE PLAN WHICH SHOWS THE DETAILS AND DIMENSIONS OF THE ENCROACHMENT.  THE DRAWING 
MUST SHOW ACCURATE PROPERTY LINES AND THE LOCATION OF ELEMENTS OF THE RIGHT OF WAY, SUCH AS STREETS, 
SIDEWALKS, BOULEVARDS, CURBS, CURB-CUTS, TREES, HYDRANTS, LIGHTS AND SIGNS, BUS STOPS, UTILITIES.  PHOTOS OF 
THE SITE SHOWING CURRENT CONDITIONS ARE REQUESTED (DIGITAL ON DISK OR BY E-MAIL ARE BEST)  
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Encroachment Permits

In order to occupy public right of way, an Encroachment Permit is required for any existing or proposed 
structure or portion thereof that projects onto, under or over any municipal right of way, under the authority 
outlined in Title 5, Chapter 95, of the City of Minneapolis Code of Ordinances.  The Encroachment Permit 
gives the permit-holder permission to use a specific portion of the right of way until such time as that portion of 
the right of way is needed by the City of Minneapolis for public purposes.  Encroachment Permits are revocable 
at any time in the interest of public safety.  

Making Application

Applicants seeking permits to encroach into the public right of way shall file a complete application with the 
Director of Public Works, in person, electronically, by facsimile, or by U. S. mail on forms provided by the 
Right of Way Section of the Engineering Design Division.  Applications shall be accompanied by a non-
refundable application fee payable to “Minneapolis Finance Department” according to the following schedule: 

Residential -- $50 
Non-residential -- $75 

Amendment to Existing Permit -- $25 
(at the discretion of the Department of Public Works) 

Mailing Address: 
Minneapolis Dept. of Public Works 
Right of Way Section
309 2nd Ave. S. 
Room 200 
Minneapolis MN 55401-2268 

Telephone:(612)-673-2403 – Scott Graykowski 
(612)-673-2428 – Robert Boblett 
(612)-673-3607 – Dennis Morris 
Fax (612)-673-2048 
E-Mail: Robert.Boblett@minneapolismn.gov
Scott.Graykowski@minneapolismn.gov
Dennis.Morris@minneapolismn.gov

Public Works staff will review your request and determine whether the Encroachment Permit should be granted.  
If the application is approved, you will be sent the following forms: 

1. An acceptance form in which the property owner agrees to the conditions the City places on the 
Encroachment Permit.

2. An insurance endorsement form to be completed by the property owner’s insurance agent and returned 
with a certificate of liability coverage which names the City of Minneapolis as an additional insured 
party.  Our address as additional insured is the mailing address listed above.   

When these two items have been submitted to the Department of Public Works, an Encroachment Permit will be 
issued.  If the application is denied, you will be informed regarding your right to appeal, and the procedure by 
which an appeal may be made.  

You must obtain any required Encroachment Permits BEFORE obtaining Building Permits.  
In some cases, review by the Zoning Department, Regulatory Services, Park Board and/or other Public Works 
departments may be necessary.  For leased property, or property being purchased by a Contract for Deed, a
letter from the fee owner of the property may be required.   
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Consent for Public Art on Sidewalk 

The following Organization has requested that the City of Minneapolis approve a 
Public Art Project and be subsequently issued a City Encroachment Permit.  The 
Organization has requested that the Public Art be installed on the street that is 
adjacent to your property. 

Name of Organization: __________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________

Telephone No: ________________________________________________ 

Contact Person: ________________________________________________

By signing in the space provided below, the property owner agrees and consents 
to allow the Organization to apply artwork to the street adjacent to their property. 

Property Owner (print)

_____________________________________________________ 

Property Address: ________________________________________________ 

Signature:
_______________________________________________________________

Date: _________________ 


