
RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR 
SOUTHWEST TRANSITWAY LOCALLY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 

 
 
 Whereas, The Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth, the City’s Comprehensive Plan, 
includes a policy to “Encourage growth and reinvestment by sustaining the development of a multi-
modal transportation system” (Policy 2.1) as well as “Make transit a more attractive option for both 
new and existing riders.” (Policy 2.4); and 
 
 Whereas, the City of Minneapolis supports the development of the Southwest Transitway to 
further build out a robust, integrated regional multi-modal transit system that reinforces downtown 
Minneapolis as the economic and cultural center of the region; and 
 
 Whereas, the City of Minneapolis supports the Federal Transportation Administration (FTA) 
transit planning process, including the designation of Light Rail Transit as the mode for the Southwest 
Transitway; and 
 
 Whereas, the City of Minneapolis has representatives on the Southwest Transitway Citizen 
Advisory, Technical Advisory, and Policy Advisory Committees and has participated in the planning 
and development of the Southwest Transitway throughout the FTA process in cooperation with 
Hennepin County, MnDOT, Metro Transit, and the Cities of Eden Prairie, Edina, Hopkins, 
Minnetonka, and  St Louis Park; and other stakeholders; and 
  
 Whereas, Transitway Technical Advisory Team, Policy Team and Hennepin County Regional 
Rail Authority have recommended the same Locally Preferred Alterative (LPA) and forwarded that 
recommendation to the Metropolitan Council for inclusion in the Regional Transportation Policy Plan; 
and  
 
 Whereas, the FTA requires that the Regional Transportation Policy Plan be formally amended 
to designate the Southwest Transitway Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA); and 
 
 Whereas, the Metropolitan Council is seeking resolutions of support of the recommended LPA 
from each of the affected jurisdictions; and 
 
 Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by The City Council of the City of Minneapolis that the City 
of Minneapolis supports the continued development and implementation of the Southwest Transitway 
and supports the Locally Preferred Alternative as recommended by the Southwest Transitway 
Technical Advisory Committee, Policy Advisory Committee and Hennepin County Regional Rail 
Authority and forwarded to the Metropolitan Council for inclusion in the Regional Transportation 
Policy Plan; and  
 
 Be It Further Resolved that the City will continue to work cooperatively and collaboratively 
with its partners in all remaining aspects of the Southwest Transitway process including station area 
planning, environmental review, preliminary engineering, final engineering, mitigation solutions, 
construction and operations. 


