
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Public Works 

 
 
Date:  December 8, 2009 
 
To:   Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 
 
Referral: Honorable Paul Ostrow, Chair Ways & Means Committee  
 
Subject: Lease Agreement with Minnesota Public Radio at Kenwood Tower 
 
Recommendation:   

The proper City officers are authorized to negotiate and execute a lease 
agreement with Minnesota Public Radio (MPR) for the purpose of locating and 
operating a FM translator facility at the Kenwood Water Tower.  The annual 
revenues with a corresponding appropriation increase will be directed to Fund 
6200 Department 6800340-680LEASE.  Annual revenue starting in 2010 would 
be $3725.00 with a 5% annual increase. 

 
Previous Directives: 

• July 13, 2001: Council approved lease negotiations with Minnesota Public Radio 
at Kenwood Water Tower 

 
Prepared by: Gary Modlin, Facilities Manager, 673-2721 
 
Approved by: 
  ________________________________________________________ 
  Steven A. Kotke, P.E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works 
 
Presenters: Gary Modlin, Facilities Manager, Department of Public Works, Property Services 
 
Reviews 

Permanent Review Committee (PRC): Approval N/A   Date ___________ 

Civil Rights Approval Approval N/A   Date ___________ 

Policy Review Group (PRG):     Approval N/A   Date ___________ 
 
Financial Impact  

Action provides increased revenue:   Fund 6200 Department 6800340-
680LEASE 

 
Community Impact  
 Neighborhood Notification: n/a 
 City Goals: Enriched Environment 
 Comprehensive Plan: n/a 
 Zoning Code: n/a 



 
Background/Supporting Information 
 
In June 2001, Minnesota Public Radio (MPR) requested authorization to lease space inside the 
Kenwood Water Tower for the purpose of the for the purpose of locating and operating a FM 
translator facility that would provide better coverage of KSJN (FM) to the Kenwood 
neighborhood.  KSJN (FM) is MPR’s classical music station in the Twin Cities.  The MPR 
transmitter will be no more than 13 watts with all equipment and antennas located inside of the 
Kenwood Water Tower structure.  MPR received final approval from the Federal 
Communications Commission for a construction permit that was granted on September 18, 
2008.   
 
The term of the lease would be for an initial five years with optional five year extensions.  The 
annual rent beginning in 2010 will be $3725.00 with annual escalation of 5%.  Annual revenues 
shall be directed to Fund 6200 Department 6800340-LEASE to offset any cost associated with 
the maintenance and upkeep of the water tower.   
 


