
 
Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Public Works 

 
Date:  October 6, 2009 
  
To:   Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 
 
Subject: Access Minneapolis:  Pedestrian Master Plan and Pedestrian Facility 

Design Guidelines 
 
Recommendation: 

a. Approve the Minneapolis Pedestrian Master Plan  
b. Receive and file Chapter 10, Pedestrian Facility Design, of the Access 

Minneapolis Design Guidelines for Streets and Sidewalks 
 
Previous Directives: 

• 6/16/09 - Receive and file the draft Minneapolis Pedestrian Master Plan for 
public review 

• 9/16/08 - Receive and file an update on the Pedestrian Master Plan 
• 4/22/08 - Receive and file the Access Minneapolis Design Guidelines for 

Streets and Sidewalks 
• 9/25/07 - Authorize proper city officials to enter into a contract with the 

consultant team of T. Y. Lin International to complete the Citywide Pedestrian 
Master Plan pending city attorney review and execution of grant contracts. 

• 4/3/07 - Authorize City officials to accept two NTP direct award federal grants 
($150,000 Citywide Pedestrian Master Plan, S.P. 141-091-02 and $200,000 
Citywide Bicycle Parking, S.P. 141-091-01); Authorize City officials to accept 
the Blue Cross Blue Shield grant for $75,000 to be used for the Citywide 
Pedestrian Master Plan; Authorize City officials to enter into respective 
agreements with Mn/DOT State Aid and/or Blue Cross Blue Shield as needed 
to obtain such grant awards; Authorize Public Works to develop and issue an 
RFP for a consultant to assist on the Citywide Pedestrian Master Plan 
pending PRC approval. 

 
Prepared by: Anna Flintoft, Transportation Planner 673-3885 
 
Approved by: 
  ________________________________________________________ 
  Steven A. Kotke, P.E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works 
 
Presenters: Anna Flintoft, Transportation Planner, Department of Public Works, 

Transportation Planning & Engineering 
 
Reviews 

Permanent Review Committee (PRC): Not applicable 

Civil Rights Affirmative Action Plan  Not applicable 

Policy Review Group (PRG): Not applicable 



 
 
Financial Impact  
  No Financial Impact 
 
Community Impact  

Neighborhood Notification: Three public meetings on the Pedestrian Master Plan were 
held in 2008 and 2009.  The City’s Pedestrian Advisory Committee has advised 
staff on the development of the plan. 

City Goals: CONNECTED COMMUNITIES 
Comprehensive Plan: implements the transportation policies set forth in the city’s 

comprehensive plan 
 Zoning Code: Not Applicable 
 
Background/Supporting Information 
 
The Minneapolis Pedestrian Master Plan is one of six components of Access Minneapolis, the 
City’s transportation action plan to implement the transportation policies articulated in The 
Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth, the City’s long-range comprehensive plan.  The other 
components of Access Minneapolis include: 
 
• Downtown Ten-Year Transportation Action Plan, which was approved by City Council in 

June 2007. 
• Streetcar Feasibility Study, which was received and filed by City Council in January 2008. 
• Design Guidelines for Streets and Sidewalks, which was received and filed by City Council 

in April 2008. 
• Citywide Ten-Year Transportation Action Plan, which is being presented for final City 

Council approval in this request. 
• Bicycle Master Plan, which is currently being developed and will be completed in 2010. 
 
The purpose of the Minneapolis Pedestrian Master Plan is to provide guidance on making 
Minneapolis a great walking city where people choose to walk for transportation, recreation, and 
health.  The planning process was initiated in January 2008 and has been developed under the 
guidance of the City’s Pedestrian Advisory Committee and a team of City staff from Public 
Works and CPED.  Three public meetings have been held to gather input on the plan in 2008 
and 2009, and the draft final plan was presented at a July public open house and for public 
comment in June and July 2009. 
 
The draft final Minneapolis Pedestrian Master Plan has been posted to the City website at 
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/pedestrian/pedestrian-masterplan.asp and will be presented at 
the Transportation and Public Works committee meeting for City Council approval. 
 
In conjunction with the Minneapolis Pedestrian Master Plan, guidelines that illustrate best 
practices for pedestrian facility design have also been developed.  These guidelines will be 
published as Chapter 10 of the Access Minneapolis Design Guidelines for Streets and 
Sidewalks.  These guidelines have been posted to the City website at 
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/pedestrian/pedestrian-masterplan.asp and will be presented to 
the Transportation and Public Works Committee as a Receive and File item. 


