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Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Public Works 

 
Date:  July 21, 2009 
 
To:   Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 
 
Subject: Ordinance Change – Establishing a Street Lighting Operations Fee/Assessment  
  Public Hearing 
 
Recommendation: 

A. Amend Title 17, Chapter 431 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to Streets 
and Sidewalks: Street Lighting, repealing the current Chapter 431 and adding a new 
Chapter 431 that relates to street lighting fees/assessments. 

 
Previous Directives:  

June 26, 2009 Set public hearing for July 21, 2009 
July 7, 2009 Receive & File presentation for the Street Lighting Operations 
Fee/Assessment 

 
Prepared by:  Jon Wertjes (673-2614) 
 
Approved by: 
  ________________________________________________________ 
  Steven A. Kotke, P.E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works 
 
Presenters: Steve Mosing, P.E., Traffic and Parking Services 
 Jon Wertjes, P.E., PTOE, Traffic and Parking Services 
 
Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
_X_ Business Plan: _X_ Action is within the plan.    ___ Action requires a change to plan. 
_X_ Other financial impact (Explain):  

This proposed fee is intended as an option for the City Council to consider for the pending 2010 
budget decisions. 

 
Community Impact  
 Neighborhood Notification: Public input will be sought.  
 City Goals: Maintain the physical infrastructure to ensure a healthy, vital and safe city 
 Comprehensive Plan: Not Applicable  
 Zoning Code: Not Applicable  
 
Background/Supporting Information 
 
Public Works and the City attorney’s office worked jointly in reviewing and amending the Chapter 431. 
The amended ordinance will allow the City Council the ability to take subsequent action(s) to implement 
a street lighting operations fee/assessment.  This amended ordinance language is beneficial not only to 
allow for a potential new operations fee, but also has been updated to allow for the continuation of: 
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 capital assessments for street lighting projects 
 operations and maintenance assessments for tax-exempt properties 
 operations and maintenance assessments for lighting in excess of the city standard. 

 
Thus, the existing Chapter 431 ordinance language needs to be repealed and replaced with the 
amended ordinance language (see attachment). 
 
Public Works held community meetings on July 14 and 16.  Public input, comments and questions from 
those meetings will be presented at the July 21 public hearing. 
 
Public Works is requesting the City Council conduct the public hearing and amend Title 17, Chapter 431 
of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to Streets and Sidewalks: Street Lighting, repealing the 
current Chapter 431 and adding a new Chapter 431. 
 
 
Street Lighting Schedule 
 
Attached is the project schedule for the Street Lighting Operations Fee/Assessment which has been 
previous been presented to the City Council. 
 
 
Attachments:   
 
Project Schedule 
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Street Lighting Operations Fee/Assessment 
Project Schedule 

 
 

Date City Council Approvals Staff Implementation 
Notice and hearing for Ordinance Change 

6-12-09  City Council Meeting - Introduction of subject matter 
of ordinance amendments and referral to T&PW 

 

6-16-09  T&PW - Set public hearing on ordinance change for 
7-21-09 

7-7-09 T&PW – Further Discussion at committee 
7-14-09 & 7-16-09 
 
 

Community meetings  
Tuesday, July 14 - 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Farview Park, 621 29th Ave. N 
 
Thursday, July 16 – 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Martin Luther King Park, 4055 Nicollet Ave. S 

 
7-21-09 T&PW - Hold Public Hearing for ordinance changes 
8-4-09 T&PW – Approve ordinance 

Ordinance changes  
Fee Model Structure 
Fee Model Rates 
Community meetings  
Staff recommendations 

8-14-09  City Council Meeting – Approval of ordinance 
change. Request Early Signing and Publication 
(Upon Mayoral approval, a summary of the 
ordinance is published in Finance and Commerce.  
The ordinance becomes effective upon publication 
unless an effective date is stated in the ordinance.) 

 

Notice and hearing for Assessment Fee implementation 

8-18-09  T&PW - Set public hearing on the assessments for 
9-22-09 and introduce the fee method and amounts. 
 
Publication of Public Hearing Information in Finance 
and Commerce  
 
 
 
 

8-18 to 9-21   Provide scheduled times to answer questions for 
Public and City Council 

9-22-09  T&PW - Hold Public Hearing on the assessments. 
10-2-09  City Council Meeting – Approval of assessments.  

Request Early Signing and Publication 

Mail notices of public 
hearing with amount of 
assessment (two weeks 
prior to public hearing) 
 Service characters/extent 
 Fee model structure, 

rates, and costs 
 Property identification 

and owners 
 
Respond to questions 

Assessment Fee Implementation 

Oct/Nov 2009   Implementation Complete Assessments and 
send to County 

2010  Assessment shows up on 
tax bill 

 


