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Alternatives to be Studied
in the Draft EIS

Overall Comments:

1) The City of
Minneapolis
supports the
purpose and need
for this project.

The City of
Minneapolis
supports the Locally

Preferred Alternative
(LPA) route.
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LPA Route Regional
Connections
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General Technical Comments:

1) Two local north/south streets that currently have median
openings on Olson Highway are proposed to be closed,

thereby limiting vehicular access to right-in/right-out
movement (Russell Avenue North and ElImwood Avenue
North). Bicycle and pedestrian crossings must be maintained
through the alignment, across LRT tracks and Olson at both
intersections with the surrounding neighborhood context.
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General Technical Comments:

2) Bicycle and pedestrian crossings exist at four additional

locations in alignhment with streets that do not currently
include a vehicle median break (but do have sidewalks) along
Olson Highway (Queen Avenue North, Sheridan Avenue
North, Newton Avenue North, and Logan Avenue North).
Bicycle and pedestrian crossings must be maintained through
the alignment, across LRT tracks and Olson at all four
intersections.
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General Technical Comments:

3) Diverted vehicular traffic must be accommodated in a manner
that is compatible with the surrounding neighborhood
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General Technical Comments: ;._“ SR
4) The City of Minneapolis is “

opposed to the placement of

the Operations and

Maintenance Facility for this

line within the City of

Minneapolis.




CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS
BOTTINEAU CORRIDOR
DEIS COMMENTS

General Technical Comments:

5) Both stations within
Minneapolis (Penn

and Van White) must be
constructed.
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General Technical Comments:

6) Constructing both the Golden Valley Road
Station and the Plymouth Avenue Station is
necessary to adequately serve the corridor
travelshed, including a significant portion
of North Minneapolis. Though these
stations are located outside of Minneapolis
corporate boundaries, they are located
close enough to ensure improved access to
the regional fixed rail system for residents
in North Minneapolis, and will improve
ridership.

Station Area
Planning
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General Technical Comments:

7) Conduct additional study to
ensure the narrowing of Olson
Highway so that the

combination of street and LRT
line will help to catalyze a
denser, more urban
development pattern within the
corridor; one that will ensure
that new development along
the line is truly transit-oriented,
rather than highway-oriented.
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General Technical Comments:

8) Specific ridership (not a range) at individual
stations must be determined (both boarding
and alighting). Further work is needed to

determine pedestrian capacity and needed
infrastructure improvements at the
Downtown Minneapolis stations given that
the Bottineau Corridor will be the fourth LRT
line to run along the high-volume 5% Street
corridor.
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General Technical Comments:

9) Safety and security at station locations and routes to/from
stations is critical. It is recommended that measures such as
(but not limited to) surveillance cameras and street lighting
(per the City of Minneapolis street lighting policy) be installed
and that station design allows for visibility at stations.

10) The City of Minneapolis requires that local stormwater policies
and ordinances be adhered to. Stormwater management,
wetland and flood plain mitigation must consider not only the
specific area of impact, but broader impacts on the local area
and regional system.
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General Technical Comments:

11) The City does not support
park-and-ride facilities in

urban areas. Vacant lots
near the proposed Van
White Station are needed for
redevelopment, which will
help improve ridership at
that station.
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General Technical Comments:

12) Traction power substations
and signal bungalows must
be appropriately placed and

the visual impact mitigated.
Traction Power Substations

should be appropriate for the
community context, should
be landscaped, and should be
designed with architectural
fencing instead of chain link
fence.
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General Technical Comments:

13) Utilities and street
infrastructure disrupted as
part of the project must be

replaced at the project’s
expense.
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General Technical Comments:

14) Noise and vibration from the
LRT operations must be
mitigated.
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General Technical Comments:

15) The City of Minneapolis is
opposed to LRT pre-emption
at signalized crossings.

16) The City of Minneapolis
supports efforts to minimize
project impacts on identified
historical or cultural
resources.
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General Technical Comments:

17) The project must minimize tree
loss; salvage trees where possible
and replace tress per the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board urban tree policy.
Boulevard design should be
consistent with the Minneapolis .-
Design Guidelines for Streets and ' %
Sidewalks.

18) Public art must be integrated into
station design.
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General Technical Comments:

19) Pedestrian Level Street Lighting
should be evaluated in
accordance with the City of

Minneapolis Street Lighting
Policy. Traffic impacts to the
Olson Highway/I-94 bridge need
to be mitigated. Any ornamental
railings and artwork must be
salvaged.
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General Technical Comments:

20) Catenary poles along Olson

Highway should reflect the
same style used along
University Avenue (painted
tapered tubular design).
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General Technical Comments:

21) Embedded track should be |

Embedd

constructed along Olson
Highway.

Ballasted Track
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General Technical Comments:

22) Best practices for mitigating

the construction impacts for
local businesses should be
implemented.
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General Technical Comments:

23) Tratfic impacts along the
corridor need to be
mitigated, especially traffic
impacts to the Olson
Highway/I-94 Bridge, the
segment east of [-94 into the
Interchange, and the at-grade
crossing at 7tStreet10tStreet.
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Detailed Comments (by Chapter):

1) Purpose and Need

2) Alternatives

3) Transportation Analysis

4) Community and Social Analysis

5) Physical and Environmental Analysis
6) Indirect Effects and Cumulative Impacts
7) Environmental Justice

8) Draft Section (4F) Evaluation

9) Consultation and Coordination

10) Financial Considerations

11) Evaluation of Alternatives
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Project Challenges:

Securing Railroad
right-of-way (ROW)

agreements:
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Project Challenges:

A= HIGH VOLTAGE

Secure overhead power lines
agreements where poles must be
relocated.
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Project Challenges:

To minimize and mitigate
potential 4F parkland impacts
including noise, vibration,

visual impacts, and potential
historical impacts.




CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS
BOTTINEAU CORRIDOR
DEIS COMMENTS

Project
Challenges:

Minimize and

mitigate wetland

impacts along
the BNSF

corridor.
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Project Challenges: Securing local match funding.

Federal Transit Administration
$100 (FTA)

Hennepin County Regional
Railroad Authority (HCCRA)

Counties Transit Improvement
Board (CTIB)

$100 State of Minnesota

Funding - $1 Billion
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Next Steps:
2014 - 2015: Preliminary Engineering

2016: Likely timeframe for Municipal Consent

2014 - 2016: FEIS Work

2016 — 2017: Final Design

2018: Full Funding Grant Agreement

2018 — 2021: Construction




