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Minneapolis Charter Commission, b. D THEHT

Barry Clegg Chair, and
Redistricting Advisory Group
304 City Hall

350 South Fifth Street
Minneapolis, MN 55415

Attn: Peggy Menshek, Coordinator
Dear Commissioners and Redistricting Advisors:

The exclusion of the current Ward 2 Council Member’s home from
the new Ward 2 area proposed by the Citizens’ Committee for Fair
Redistricting smacks of political chicanery, as you can see from
the enclosed Minnesota Daily Article of February 20, 2012, "Map
would pit Ward 2’s Cam Gordon against fellow councilman"). The
fact that DFL politicians strongly support such a plan, seen
against the background of other past changes in several ward
boundaries that placed non-DFL Council Members at a great
disadvantage, makes the exclusion of Cam Gordon appear deliberate.
I would expect adoption of such a plan to result in a lawsuit.

The Charter Commission’s own redistricting maps for 2nd and
6th Wards dated February 15 (enclosed) indicate changes that should
go a long way towards satisfying the Citizen’s Committee’s wish for
a minority-friendly ward that includes Riverside Plaza. I do see
one problem, however, with that 6th Ward outline: inclusion of
Seven Corners Apartments at the extreme northernmost extension.
Any reasonable person would expect Seven Corners Apartments to lie
within the wards to the west or east. It seems to me that if Seven
Corners Apartments are excluded from the 6th, compensatory

population could be added in the area along Minnehaha Avenue

immediately south of I-94.

I would also urge you to consider-the problem created by past
inclusion of such a great amount of high value property within Ward
7 which results in that Council Member able to wield power more
effectively than any other Council Member.

Thank you for your attention to these issues.

Sincerely, ,
7, Z
David Markle
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MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55454/ (612) 375-1706
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Map would
pit Ward 2's
Cam Gordon
against fellow
councllman

The Green Party is concerned
about the proposed map.

BY NICK SUDHEIMER
nsudheimer@mndaily.com

A redistricting map recently
submitted to the Minneapolis Charter
Commission is drawing concern from
members of the Minnesota Green Party.

The Citizens Committee for Fair
Redistricting, a group which represents
immigrants from Somalia and East
Africa, drew the map which would
move Minneapolis city Councilman
Cam Gordon — the only Green Party
member on the Democratic-Farmer-
Labor-dominated 13-member City
Council — into ward 9 forcing him to
face-off against fellow Councilman Gary
Schiff in the 2013 elections.

The committee sent a letter to
Barry Clegg, chairman of the Charter
Commission, who decides how to divide
city wards, saying the map is meant
to help reflect the growing minority

population in the

“We have city. The new

reasons not ward 9 would

be a minority-
1o trust the dominated area,

goodwill of with whites
, the DFL. representing 33
DAVE BICKING  Percent of the

ward’s population,

Dave Bicking,
a spokesman for
the Green Party
said he doesn’t question the committee’s
motive for drawing the map but is
concerned that the DFL is supporting
the map in an attempt to remove Gordon,
who represents the University of
Minnesota area, from the Council.

Schiff is possibly the most active and
popular City Council member. He won
his ward with 60 percent of the vote in
2009, with the second-place finisher
tallying 27 percent.

Besides the Charter Commission,
the map was also sent to several DFL

Green Party
spokesman

P See REDISTRICTING Page 5
Sen. Kari Dziedzic and Rep. Phyllis Kahn,
both of Minneapolis, support the map.
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members including DFL
chairman Ken Martin.
Sen. Kari Dziedzic and
Rep. Phyllis Kahn, both
Minneapolis DFLers, sent

PROPOSED MAP FROM CITIZENS
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a letter to Clegg supporting
the plan last week.

“We have reasons not
to trust the goodwill of the
DFL,” said Bicking, who
ran for city council against
Schiff in 2009. “It’s the DFL
that is primarily trying to
keep the Green Party off
the ballot.”

Bicking pointed to
the 2005 City Council
elections when two Green
Party councilmembers,
Natalie Johnson Lee and
Dean Zimmerman, were
redistricted to other wards
and lost to incumbent DFL
candidates.

“I don’t know if [ want
to use the word suspicious,
but it certainly wouldn’t
seem out of line to say so,”
Bicking said.

Gordon said he wasn’t
suspicious of the Citizens
Committee’s molives
but questioned why only

DFLers received the
letter.
Carlie Waibel, a

spokesperson for the DFL
party, said the DFL is
more focused on the state
redistricting process and
hasn’t paid much attention
to the city’s redistricting
efforts. A final state map
is set to be relcased
Tuesday.

Waibel added that the
committee likely sent the
map to DFL party members
to keep the “party in the
know.”

A representative from
the committee could not be
reached for comment.

Clegg said the
committee’s map was
interesting and influenced
the Charter Commission’s
proposed map, which it
released Wednesday. But
he added the commission,
which is made up of
nonelected officials, is
adamant on drawing wards
around people and not
political parties.

“Parties can support any
map they want, but the fact
of the matter is no political
party is going to make a
decision in this process,”
Clegg said.

He added that the final
redistricting map will likely
resemble the commission’s
proposed map, which
doesn’t alter boundaries
as much as the Citizens
Committee’s map.

The commission will
have two meetings in
the next two weeks to
hear concerns about the
proposed map.

The commission aims
to approve the final ward
boundaries by the last week
in March.

Gordon said he hopes
people will get involved in
the process.

“I think it’s really
important that if people
have concerns or are
supportive of the map
they weigh in on it

because it will all be over
by the first week of April,”
sordon said. “There’s not

a whole of time for people
to sit around and think
about it.”

PROPOSED MAP FROM CHARTER

COMMISSION’S xmc_m._.m.o._._zm GROUP

Ward 1.

3
enenn

weivacuad

Ward$

L

Ward 11

SOURCE: CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS



